
 

      Mail on Friday 
Redhill Primary Academy and Nursery  

    Email us at:  parentcontact@redhillprimary.co.uk 

10th January 2025 

Bad Weather Procedure 

We would like to clarify our bad weather procedures:  If there is no indication on the school website or the 

council website that we are closed, then the school is open.   

We do not announce that we are open; we only announce when we are closed. 

In the event of bad weather and the school having to be closed, parents and carers are asked to check our 

website at https://redhill.ttsonline.net or the Telford and Wrekin Website at  schoolclosures.telford.gov.uk 

 

Reception 2025/2026 Applications 

For reception places in September 2025, applications are available via the  

Telford & Wrekin website 

All parents need to apply via the Telford and Wrekin Parent Portal. 

Please note: 

Parents will need to make an application to the Local Authority of where they are living; this is where they 

pay Council Tax to, even if they want to apply for a school in another LA area. 

If a child is attending a school-based nursery, they still need to apply for a school place. 

Parents can include up to 4 preferences on their application and we recommend that they do this, and  

include their catchment/nearest school. 

The deadline is as follows: 

Reception:   15th January 2025 

More information around school allocations and oversubscription criteria is available on the  

Telford & Wrekin website. 

Welcome Back 

Happy New Year to you all and welcome back to school. 

 YR—Y6 Drop-in Day Change 

The drop-in day has been changed for this term.   

It  will be held on Friday and will start on Friday 17th January, 

Please note that the time for the reception classes drop-ins will remain at 2.50pm. 

All other year groups remain as morning drop-ins.  Please remember that it is a drop-in and all parents/

carers must have left before the register is due to be taken. 

Please remember that we cannot accommodate pushchairs and prams in school. 

Screens in the Earliest Years - LGfL 
We know that the early years is a time of phenomenal growth. Children are like sponges, soaking up stimu-
li around them and developing knowledge and new skills at an incredible rate. It is also a period that has a 
significant impact on the rest of an individual’s life, with the foundations being laid for lifelong habits. There-

fore, as parents and professionals we must think carefully about the input children receive in the early 
years, and more so than ever before, consider the role that online activity plays. The London Grid for 

Learning (LGfL) has an article over on their site, examining the issue.  
If interested, please click the link below:  

https://safeblog.lgfl.net/screensinearliestyears 

Weekly Newsletter 

https://www.telford.gov.uk/admissions
https://safeblog.lgfl.net/screensinearliestyears


Backwards Poem 

A little while ago, as part of Year 6’s history learning, they were shown a famous poem called ‘Refugees’ by 

Brian Bilston. The poem is cleverly-written as it is designed to first be read forwards and then backwards. 

Lottie, from Mrs Coughlan’s class, had a go at writing her own ‘backwards poem’ about World War II at 

home – her fantastic work is below for you to enjoy. Don’t forget to read it forwards first, and then  

backwards afterwards! Well done, Lottie. 

 WWII was not impactful 

 So don’t tell me 

 Millions of lives were taken 

 Because the truth is 

 There have been worse wars. 

  

It is stupid to say 

 The deaths were disgraceful 

 Is simply untrue 

 This war had no negative impact. 

Our Value this half term: Responsibility 
Thank you for all your support with the value for our second half of the autumn term, which was Friendship. 
Throughout November and December, children learnt the importance of a good, caring friend and how we 

can demonstrate friendly behaviour inside and outside of school. 

 

Our ‘A Valued Me’ core value for our first half term of spring is Responsibility. 
What is Responsibility? 

1.  Being responsible for a job or person/people. 
2. Taking care of things at school or home. 

3. Helping others when they need help. 
4. Being someone a person can rely on. 

Suggestions for parents to work with children at home: 
1. As a parent, what is your job? What are you responsible for at home and/or in the workplace? How do 

you feel when you do a good job? 
2. Think about when you were little and started to do things. What made you feel proud of yourself? What 

attitude is most productive in helping children take pride in their achievements? 
3. Allow your children to help you with easy household chores. Have fun showing them how to do things. 
4. Set aside 20 minutes when everyone helps ‘make our house shine’. Allow them to help with preparing 
food in the kitchen, wipe something down, sweep, set the table etc. Make sure you assign something at 
which they will be successful. Note what they are doing and praise them for being so helpful and such a 
good helper. Notice when your child is being fair and affirm that positive action. Notice when your child is 
making an effort at a new self-care skill and praise him or her. At times, this requires allowing them to do 
something alone and prompting and praising, rather than more quickly doing it yourself. Verbalise what 

they did and that they’re being responsible, taking care of themselves. 
5. Make a chart of responsibilities to record each family member’s responsibilities. Make sure you help 

your children see the contribution they make to family functioning. Be sure to increase responsibilities as 
children grow and mature. 

6. Model responsibility to the community e.g. vote, give blood, take part in neighbourhood meetings etc. 
Point out how these activities are contributing to the community. 

See below for some reading recommendations linked to our value: 

 



School Census Day -- 16th January 2025 

On Thursday 16th January, we have a menu change due to school census day, so please add the change 

to your diaries. 

On this day, we provide information to the DfE which dictates how much funding the school receives.  

As you know, the more funding we receive, the better provision we can provide for the children.  

One of the key funding categories is how many children stay for Universal Free School Meals (UFSM) on 

census day.  

All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a free meal (hot dinner, jacket  

potato or sandwich) every day. Some parents choose not to take this offer and supply their children with a 

packed lunch.  We always try to ensure that on census day one of the more popular meal choices is  

available.  

This census day will see the kitchen providing a Food Tour USA menu.  Please see the flyer below.   

Please remember there is also the school sandwich, which you can pre-order, or the option to have a  

jacket potato; these are also very popular for many children.   

We would like your help to try and encourage your child to take up the UFSM offer and if at all possible, try 

it out on Thursday 16th January.   

Thank you. 



Young Carers 

Please can you inform us if your child is a Young Carer as we may be able to offer some support. 

The Telford Young Carers website can be found at: 

https://www.telfordcarers.org.uk 



What is my child learning about this term? 
We are excited to start a new term and would like to share with you what topics your child will be 

covering during the spring term. We would also like to remind you that our whole year overviews can 
be found on our website here: Curriculum Overview - Redhill Primary Academy 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 

Year 3  Year 4 

https://redhill.ttsonline.net/page/curriculum-overview.aspx


Smart Watches 

To safeguard and protect children, smart watches are not allowed to be worn at school due to the  

functions children would have to film, take photographs, record conversations and access social  

networking sites. 

Borrowed Clothes 

Please remember that if you child comes home in borrowed school clothes, to return them to school after  

washing.  Unfortunately, we are now really low on clothes so please return asap.  Thank you. 

Year 5 Year 6 

How we Ensure the Safe and Appropriate Use of Artificial intelligence 
We recognise that the use of artificial intelligence (AI) can help to positively affect teacher workload,  
develop pupils’ intellectual capabilities and prepare them for how emerging technologies will change  

workplaces. While there are many benefits to the use of AI tools, the content they produce may not always 
be accurate, safe or appropriate, and could lead to malpractice. We acknowledge that  

generative AI tools can be used to produce content that is dangerous, harmful, and inappropriate. We will 
follow the procedures set out in the Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy and the Online Safety Policy 

to ensure that pupils are not able to access or be exposed to harmful content. 
Pupils will be taught about the risks of using AI tools and how to use them safely. Pupils will be made 
aware of how to report any concerns or incidents involving generative AI, and who to talk to about any  

issues regarding the use of AI tools.  
All staff members will receive training on the safe use of AI as part of their online safety training, which is 

regularly updated. In addition, we ensure that the appropriate filtering and monitoring systems are in place 
to protect pupils online, following the DfE’s filtering and monitoring standards.  




